[Severity of myasthenia gravis is related to the degree of neuromuscular blocking effect by isoflurane].
We studied neuromuscular blocking effects of isoflurane using a neuromuscular transmission monitor in three myasthenia gravis patients. Severity of myasthenia gravis was different among three patients. T1 decreased by 12% in a mild case (I type), by 18% in a moderate case (IIa type) and by 42% in severe case (III type) during isoflurane anesthesia. Also, TOF ratio decreased by 12% in a mild case, by 22% in a moderate case, and 48% in a severe case during isoflurane anesthesia. We conclude that in patients with more severe myasthenia gravis, neuromuscular blocking effect of isoflurane is more potentiated.